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GIVE LOVE AS A GIFT 

 

AS WE GATHER  
Love came down at Christmas. Jesus was God’s gift for us all. He’d been 
promised across the centuries, and in love the Father gave the Son for us. 
What a gift! God’s love means redemption for His people. And what a gift 
for us to give to one another and everyone we meet! How we do that is 
spelled out in today’s Epistle. Simeon sang the Nunc Dimittis, “Lord, now 
You let Your servant go in peace,” when he held love incarnate, the baby 
Jesus. Singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs in one another’s ears is 
a way of giving God’s gift of love. In our personal lives it also means 
bearing with each other, forgiving, and letting peace rule in our hearts. 
We’ve received God’s love in Jesus; each day is an opportunity to give it 
as a gift to the people around us! 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN   
1 God rest you merry, gentlemen,  Let nothing you dismay, 
 Remember Christ our Savior Was born on Christmas day, 
 To save us all from Satan’s pow’r When we were gone astray: 

O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

INVOCATION  
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
P Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Heavenly Father, although You have called us as Your own 

people, dearly loved, we confess that we have failed to forgive 
one another as You have forgiven us. We have neglected to 
reflect Your love at home, school, and work. We have let discord 
and conflict drown out the peace that You have given us in 
Christ. We have failed to thank You for Your great love in our 
private prayers and with our outward words and actions. Forgive 
us for Jesus’ sake, and guide us by Your Holy Spirit so that our 
lives may reflect the love with which You surround us by grace 
each day. 
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P Rejoice! By God’s love, He gives us forgiveness as a gift for the sake 
of His Son, whose birth we celebrate. The Holy Spirit clothes us with 
the very compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience the 
Father expects. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Freely have you received 
God’s love; freely give it as a gift to all you meet. 

C Amen! 
 

+ WORD + 
 

387 JOY TO THE WORLD  
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 
Public domain 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 
(Every firstborn Israelite male must be redeemed, remembering the exodus.) 

1
The LORD said to Moses, 

2
“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever 

is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and 
of beast, is mine.” 
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3
Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came 

out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD 
brought you out from this place. No leavened bread shall be eaten.  

11
“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he 

swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 
12

you shall set apart 
to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals 
that are males shall be the LORD’s. 

13
Every firstborn of a donkey you shall 

redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. 
Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 

14
And when in 

time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to 
him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house 
of slavery.  

15
For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all 

the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn 
of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open 
the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’”  
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

392 GOD LOVES ME DEARLY vv. 1-3
  
1 God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation, 

God loves me dearly, Loves even me. Refrain 
 
ref Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly, 

God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 
2 I was in slav’ry, Sin, death, and darkness; 

God’s love was working To make me free. Refrain 
 
3 He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus And set me free. Refrain 
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EPISTLE  Colossians 3:12–17 

(“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.”) 
12

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 

13
bearing with one another 

and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

14
And above all these put 

on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
15

And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching  

3 



and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

17
And 

whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS  st. 2 
2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
    The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
Public domain 

 
HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 2:22–40 

(Simeon and Anna praise God  
when they see the baby Jesus in the temple.) 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

22
 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of 

Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  
23

(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the 
womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 

24
and to offer a sacrifice according 

to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.” 

25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 

and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

26
And it had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. 

27
And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of 
the Law, 

28
he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word; 

30
for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31

that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel.” 
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33
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 

34
And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this 

child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 
that is opposed 

35
(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so 

that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
36

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband 
seven years from when she was a virgin, 

37
and then as a widow until she 

was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 

38
And coming up at that very hour she 

began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting 
for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the 

Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40

And the 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 
was upon him. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
 

Someone Special, I know who: That Someone, my God, is You! 
Who could make a world like this And a heaven full of bliss,  
Someone special I must be, Since You made it all for me! 
 
Someone Special, that You are, To create the Christmas Star,  
Heralding the Savior’s birth, Bringing peace and joy to earth.  
Someone special I must be, Since You made that Star for me! 
 
Someone Special, who would give His own Son that all might live,  
And by Him would set us free From all sin and misery. 
Someone Special I must be, Since You gave Your Son for me! 
 
Someone Special, who would send His good Spirit for a Friend,  
Faith Creator, Light and Guide, Always standing at my side.  
Someone special I must be Since You gave that gift to me! 
 
Someone Special-God and man, You were there when I began,  
You’ll be there when I depart, For You live within my heart. 
Someone special- now I see, That someone is really me. 

 

SERMON "His Special Love Re-Gifted" Colossians 3:12-17 
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A TIME OF REMEBRANCE AND LOVE  
(Using the paper provided, you may write the name of your loved one(s) 

who has died and the names of others you wish to remember at this time, 
with whom you can share your love soon. 

 
You may then come forward to place your offering in the plates, 

as you come forward to light a candle of remembrance, pray, 
and leave the card by the candle.) 

 
363 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT  
1 Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace,  Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
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365 AWAY IN A MANGER   
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Colossians 3:12, 15; Matthew 5:23–24 

P  Holy and beloved, let us use the encouragement of the Epistle to 
guide our prayers to God for ourselves, the Church around the world, 
and all people in their various needs. Put on compassion: 

C  Protect and guide all who serve in the healing professions, O 
Lord. Give them compassion so that they see their patients as 
Your dearly loved children. 

P  Put on kindness: 

C: Guide and strengthen all who teach and care for vulnerable teens 
and senior citizens. Give them wisdom to serve in kindness and 
love. 

P  Put on humility: 

C  Remind those who fill positions of authority here and around the 
world to rule with humility as they serve You and the people 
around them in making, administering, and adjudicating the laws 
of the land. 

P  Put on meekness: 

C  Protect and guide those who serve in law enforcement at home 
and armed forces deployed so that they make appropriate 
decisions at all times. 

P  Put on patience: 
C  Open doors of opportunity for the spread of the Gospel here and 

around the world. Give patience to clergy and lay leaders alike as 
they proclaim the news of Your Son’s birth. Make them aware of 
Your gracious presence to bless their efforts. 

P Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Heavenly Father, we 
remember before You those who are not at peace because of illness, 
conflict, loss, and sadness, including . . .. In Your great love, 

C  restore health, resolve conflict, console, and bring renewal of joy 
as fits Your gracious plans for them. 

P  Into Your hands, loving Father, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C  Amen. 

P  Paul wrote, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,” and Jesus 
said, “If your brother has something against you, leave your gift there 
before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then 
come and offer your gift.” The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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LORD'S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth  as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  
P The blessing of God Almighty—the Father who gave the gift of His 

Son, the Son who gave us the gift of eternal life, and the Holy Spirit 
who gives us to one another in love—bless you and keep you, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

358 FROM HEAVEN ABOVE TO EARTH I COME sts. 1, 4, 10, 15 

1 “From heav’n above to earth I come 
To bear good news to ev’ry home; 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing: 

 
4 “He will on you the gifts bestow 

Prepared by God for all below, 
That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 
You may with us His glory share. 

 
10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 

And set with gold and jewels rare, 
It would be far too poor and small 
A cradle for the Lord of all. 

 
15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 
While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 

 
Public domain 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 
POSTLUDE 
You are invited for a time of light refreshments and fellowship in the 
fellowship hall following the service. Please accept this invitation to 
be with us---a time to move from feeling low and alone to knowing 
the wonder and hope of Christmas. 
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Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 99, Christmas Eve 180; Christmas Day 31 Needed for The 
Lord’s Work at Zion $4,128 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $7,297 = Loose Plate 
$541, Envelopes $6,437, Mission $90, Maintenance $316;. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday ~ Jan 4- Kalista Goward; 
Jan 6- Ben Richardson, Irene Kruth; Jan 7-Trent Rohde; Jan 8- Carol White; Jan 9-
Dan Brickel; Jan 10- Bernard Neuenfeldt (his 81st); Jan 10- Gabe Gilbert. 

New Year’s Eve worship will be held at 6:00 pm with Holy Communion.  

Resources for Rachel ~ Door offering next Sunday following the worship service 
supporting Rachel Meyer. Follow her on Face book “Missionary Meyer in Uganda”. 
Rachel’s email is Rachel.Meyer@LCMS.org if you would like to email her. To date 
we have sent $4,179 supporting her mission.  

Zion’s Annual Turkey Dinner will be held on Wednesday, January 16 from 4:30-7 
pm.  Donations for turkey and other supplies can be given to Jack Armstrong. 
Signup sheets for help will be out soon.  

All newly elected as well as currently serving officers and board members will 
be installed during the service on January 6. Please plan to attend.  

Recycle your Christmas lights ~ Have old Christmas lights? Don’t throw them 
away! Lights can be dropped off at the Richland Township office in Hemlock 
through January 15, 2019. Proceeds benefit the CAN Council (Child Abuse and 
Neglect Council) of the Great Lakes Bay Region. Contact Mid Michigan Waste 
Authority with any questions at 989-781-9555. 
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